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Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace paragraph [0040] as follows: 

[0040] Example 3 is repeated, except that an x-butyrolactone/water mixture is used 
instead of pure DMSO, wherein the concentration of x-butyrolactone in water ranges from 
about 30 to about 100 %w/w. The swelling value measures < 40 %. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please replace claim 37 as follows: 

37. (Amended) A process for forming a material, comprising removing a 
water-insoluble finish from aramide fibers in accordance with the procedure of claim 1 to 
derive treated aramide fibers, and subsequently forming the treated aramide fibers into pulp 
or into a mixture with other fibers of synthetic or natural origin. 


